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not only permitted evil, but of set pin pose allotted evils,
present or future, to the majonty of mankind This
stiange doctune (which has its parallel in Europe) forced
the Sufi theologians to attempt some leconcihation of Divine
power, as thus interpreted, with Divine goodness, and here,
like Augustine, they availed themselves of the 'not-being*
(ladm) of Plotmus *

Perhaps, however, the true Sufi spu.it was best mteipreted
by Jalal-ud-din Eumi, when he declared that he agieed with
all seventy-tin ee sects as being all honest attempts to
gia&p the obscuie truth Birois in 'naming the names of
God' aie of small account According to the Hadlth, < He
who does the woiks will know the doctune ' And true love ;
to God atones for all mistakes of doctrine2                              I

Jdml is a typical Sufi theologian He woiks hard to
construct a reasoned basis for Sufism, but finally realizes
that his logical definitions and syllogisms cannot express the
tiuth as it really is, and add nothing to the grounds on which
the convictions of Sufis must always lest It is only by
means ol the spiritual clairvoyance generated by love that
Divine knowledge (ma't ifat] can be attaineds Those who
have these spiritual intuitions do not need demonstrations,
and to those who have them not all demonstrations are
useless

6 Muhammad, like Luther, rejected asceticism Suhra-
wardy quotes several of his anti-ascetic sayings, including
the famihai one, ' There is no monasticism in Islam * He
approved of poverty, it is tiue, and prescribed a month of
fasting, but set his face firmly against the cloistered life
and celibacy,4 The eaily Sufis were, perhaps, attracted to

1  See  'Masnavl'   (second   edition),  Introduction, p   xxx, etc,   and
Flash XXVII in this treatise

2  See the parable of Moses and the shepherd who was faulty in
theology, but iervent xn spirit (* Masnavl,' p 82, and also p 139)

J See 'Masnavi,' p 260 Newman ('Apologia/ p 19) quotes Keble as
saying, ' The fiimness of assent which we give to religious doctrine is due,
not to the probability which intioduced it, but to the living power of
faith and love which accepted it' Thib is worked out in Newman's
' Grammar of Assent'

4 Soo the * Sayings of Muhammad,' by Buhrawardy (Constable, 1900),
Nofe 125, 304, 186, etc